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You were in it or not, and neither Society nor
Bohemia displayed any desire to enter the
other's preserves. To-day, there are few pre-
serves, and the social Bohemia and the arty
Bohemia are constantly mingling. Few restaur-
ants keep any special note; they are just restaur-
ants, cheap or expensive. One could once be
sure that of the company in a certain restaurant
every man was connected with either the theatre
or sport. In another restaurant, that every man
was somewhere concerned with the literary
world. In another, that every man was engaged
in some capacity in the law. To-day everybody
goes everywhere, and in any restaurant you may
get if not the best at least a sample of all worlds.
The arty Bohemia was then fixed in Chelsea,
with a rather more wealthy and more formal
offshoot at St. John's Wood. The Fitzroy and
Charlotte Street Bohemia did not arise until
after the war. Bohemia is an unsatisfactory
word, since it conveys to most people something
deliberate and cultivated, connected with drink
and loose morals, whereas.truly it is a state of
mind rather than a way of living. But there is
no other word immediately available to cover
a mode which disregards herd-thought, herd-
behaviour and herd-attitudes Fleet Street had
its own Bohemia, but by the time I knew The
Street it was conventional and business-like.
I am too young to have known the Rhymers*